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About Our Neighborhood


Within the West Ward of Newark is a 40-50 block area of houses, businesses, places of worship and schools officially known as the Fairmount neighborhood because the largest landmark near its western border is the historic Fairmount Cemetery.  Bounded by South Orange Avenue on the south, Central Avenue on the north and Bergen Street on the east (at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey campus), this neighborhood also includes the headquarters of the Urban League of Essex County located at 504 Central Avenue.  Committed to urban revitalization and lasting social change within cities, the Urban League has obtained grants from the Wachovia Foundation and the State of New Jersey to help produce a revitalization plan for this neighborhood.


We hope you will join your neighbors, local business owners, churches, schools, mosques and friends as we try to engage every person who lives and works in Fairmount in helping create a new neighborhood plan for our community.  Our potential is great and our future even greater.


This newsletter is the first of several that will be published as needed to explain the process of creating a New Vision for Fairmount:  Moving Fairmount Forward and the work we will undertake in creating an urban planning strategy for Fairmount. We are Moving Fairmount Forward together.  Please continue to read further to learn about upcoming plans and activities.  








Moving Fairmount Forward:  What is the Fairmount Neighborhood Initiative?


The Fairmount Initiative is a multi-year effort to make this neighborhood healthier, safer and a better place to live, work and do business.  This revitalization effort is more than just bricks and mortar:  it looks to revitalize the spirit and hopes of the people who live here as well.   We plan to help regenerate the spirit of the people who live in these 40-50 blocks by engaging them fully in the planning process, by lifting and listening to their opinions and voices for change, and by re-energizing their hopes and aspirations for the future of their neighborhood, for their families and for their city.


The Urban League of Essex County has been charged with helping this community come up with a common vision and plans to accomplish that vision.  ULEC is not content to simply fix homes and tear down buildings – it desires to inspire, motivate and nurture community residents to work together – as a community – to find collective solutions to the social problems they face.  ULEC sees this as an opportunity to reinvigorate a culture of self-reliance in which neighbors once again help neighbors to make their schools, their businesses and their public institutions safer and of higher quality. The Fairmount Neighborhood project also embraces processes that give the residents (homeowners and tenants), business owners, government officials, community leaders and people who work in the neighborhood the means to come together, to dream together, to implement those dreams together and to document, monitor and evaluate their progress together.








Urban League of Essex County and the Moving Fairmount Forward Initiative


The Urban League of Essex County (ULEC) works within communities on issues of equality, education and empowerment. They aim to help members of Essex County communities stand on their own feet and to obtain better and safer living, educational and working environments. 








Planning Committee for Moving Fairmount Forward


 Moving Fairmount Forward’s work is steered by a volunteer planning committee of residents, business owners, community leaders, city officials, schools, police leadership and representatives from places of worship and community organizations located in the neighborhood including:   Urban League of Essex County; Local Initiatives Support Corporation of New Jersey, Provision of Promise Church, Clara Mohammed School, Welcome Baptist Church, Page Academy, Newark Public Schools, Churchman Funeral Home, VIP Barbershop, University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey, Department of Economic and Housing Development of the City of Newark, Georgia King Village, Center for Law and Justice, and community organizers. See the end of this newsletter for a complete list of the planning committee members.


The Planning Committee provides ideas and input for the strategic plan for Fairmount. 








State-wide recognition of Fairmount


       Arbor Day 2010


The New Jersey Tree Foundation is helping beautify the Fairmount Neighborhood.  In honor of Arbor Day 2010, celebrated on April 30, the Foundation organized more than 300 volunteers from across the state to plant new trees in Fairmount, including shade and flowering tree varieties such as Japanese tree lilacs, flowering cherry and  red maples trees.  The NJ Tree Foundation is partners with three organizations working or based in Fairmount:  the 13th Avenue School, Fairmount Super-Neighborhood Group and Essex County. 








Proposed and Current Activities


Visioning Process – over the next 7-8 months we will engage the entire neighborhood in a collective visioning process to define what we want for Fairmount. We aim to involve at least 1,000 residents in this visioning process beginning with the kickoff gathering in July.


Neighborhood Clean-Up Day – proposal to dedicate Saturdays this summer to clean up residential neighbors with the help of residents, public servants and youth 


July 31 Fairmount Friends Festival – A day dedicated to getting to know your neighbor and discussing common dreams and aspirations.  Come out and get to know your neighbors and your neighborhood, 2pm at 13th Avenue School, 359 13th Avenue in Newark.








Other ideas that have been suggested:


People and organizations involved in the planning process share a similar vision for community building in the Fairmount Neighborhood. We aim to create new block clubs and to create a new Fairmount neighborhood association comprised of leaders of the blocks and other interested individuals who will help drive the vision of Moving Fairmount Forward. The Association can also organize “First Night” events and block parties to help residents network with each other. 


Regular communication:  Flyers and newsletters will be distributed to the people of Fairmount to inform them of the work that is being done to help improve the neighborhood.


Keeping the Young People Busy: Recreational activities for the youth and children of the community will enable the parents to attend community meetings and be active in the planning process to make a better neighborhood for the children of Fairmount. 




















Your Concerns


According to a Wachovia Foundation survey conducted in the Fairmount neighborhood earlier this year, some of the major concerns voiced by residents are: 


Safety – child and adult safety due to increased crime in the neighborhood


Unemployment – difficulty in getting a job or retaining one 


Block cleanliness – blocks which need to be cleaned by using Clean-Up Day initiative


Activities for youth – activities that will help the youth of this community to use their talents and skill like the City Murals project


Police presence and response time – police and law enforcement needs to be more sensitive to the needs of the community by being present and responding to complaints effectively. This will also help the residents to gain trust in the police. 








DON’T MISS THE Fairmount Neighborhood Friends Festival, a neighborhood wide meeting on Saturday, July 31 at 2:00 p.m. at the 13th Avenue School.  This meeting will be the first step in our process of sharing ideas and dreams for our collective vision of the new Fairmount. It will be an afternoon of dreams and fun, with something for people of all ages.  Come and share food, fun and ideas with your neighbors.  Our hope is that every block and every home is represented at this critical meeting where you can share your ideas and be a part of this planning process. 








For further information on Moving Fairmount Forward or to post your ideas and comments, please log on to the Fairmount intranet site: cfsc.org/Fairmount (after June 21, 2010).








Planning committee members


ULEC - Vivian Fraser, President and CEO, Cheryl Howard & Darrin Sharif


LISC - Robin J. Brown, Program Officer


Provision of Promise - Mrs. Velisa Leonard, Principal & Esney M. Sharpe, Assistant Pastor


Welcome Baptist Church - Rev. Elijah Williams


Page Academy - Rhonda Page & Dr. William T. Iverson


West Side High School - Dr. Kevin West, Principal, Nadia Camacho (student), Arthur Morton (student)


Churchman Funeral Home - Dr. Edith Churchman


VIP Barbershop - Derrick Taylor


Facilities Planning, Management, and Construction, University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey - David C. Schulz, AIA, Executive Director


Division of Planning and Community Development, Department of Economic & Housing Development, City Of Newark - Perris Straughter, Senior Planner


13th  Avenue School - Khadija Abdul-Kareem (parent)


New Community, Newark, NJ - Richard Cammarieri


West Region – Camden Middle - Dr. Ronald Taylor, Regional Superintendent & Michael Carrigan, Ed.D (west region) 





Newark Police Department - Captain Gregory Meehan


Georgia King Village - Jacquelyn Thomas, Resident Services/Community Programs Coordinator, and Pamela Mohammad


The Center for Law and Justice - Marcia Wilson Brow, Associate Provost/Student Affairs


Rutgers - Diane Hill


Masjid Imam Muslim - Imam Abdul Muhammad 


Residents - Pastor Paul Balerius, Kenneth Jones, Joe Bethune, Kakeisha Smith, Bryan West, Cheryl Swan,  Roni Bryant , Sebrania Alford, Doug Durr, Carol Lomax, Ruth Phillips, Khalil Sharif.
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